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Figure 1.  Amendment Area Location



FORT SNELLING STATE PARK is located
in the heart of the Minneapolis/St. Paul met-
ropolitan area. The park entrance is off State
Highway 5 at Post Road near the Minneapo-
lis/St. Paul International Airport. Highway
map index: J-17.

WILDLIFE:  The forested river bottoms con-
sisting of cottonwood, green ash, elm, silver
maple, and willow along with marshes and
wet meadows support a variety of wildlife.
The park harbors an abundance of white-
tailed deer as well as fox, woodchucks, bad-
gers, and skunks. Snapping, soft-shelled, and
wood turtles can often be seen on a log or a
rock along the rivers or in the lakes.

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM:  Naturalists con-
duct a variety of interpretive programs year-
round in the visitor center and the park.
Programs focus on the geology, wildlife, veg-
etation, and water resources of the park.
Contact the visitor center or the park office
for details on the programs.

SO EVERYONE CAN ENJOY THE PARK...
• Please treat it with respect and help us

protect it by following the rules.
• Permits are required for all motor vehicles

entering a state park. They may be pur-
chased at the park office or the Information
Center in St. Paul (see “FOR MORE
INFORMATION” to left)

• The park is open 8:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M.
• The use of firearms, explosives, slingshots,

traps, seines, nets, bows and arrows and
all other weapons is prohibited.

• Pets must be leashed at all times. Pets are
not allowed in park buildings.

• Parking is permitted in designated areas
only.

• Motor bikes and all other motorized li-
censed vehicles are allowed only on park
roads, not on trails.

• Enjoy park wildlife and plants but do not
disturb them.

• Do not scavenge dead wood.
• Build fires only in fire rings or fireplaces.

Camp stoves and portable grills may also
be used.

♦
This information is available in
alternative format upon request.

FORT SNELLING
STATE PARK
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Fort Snelling State Park
101 Snelling Lake Road
St. Paul, MN 55111
Main Office: (612) 725-2389
Visitor Center: (612) 725-2724
Reservations: (612) 725-2390
(visitor center, chapel, picnic shelters)

♦

Department of Natural Resources
Information Center
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

(651) 296-6157 (Metro Area)
1-888-646-6367 (MN Toll Free)

TDD (Telecommunications
Device for Deaf)
(651) 296-5484 (Metro Area)
1-800-657-3929 (MN Toll Free)

DNR Web Site: www.dnr.state.mn.us
State Parks Page: www.mnstateparks.info

“Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs
of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is available
to all individuals regardless of race, color, creed or religion,
national origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public
assistance, sexual orientation, age or disability.
Discrimination inquires should be sent to the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4031; or
the Equal Opportunity Office, Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.”
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CULTURAL RESOURCES IMPACT  
The confluence area of the park, centered on Pike Island, is important to the 
Dakota people, who consider it the center of their ancient homeland. 
Permanent planting villages were located all along the Minnesota and 
Mississippi rivers. The Dakota Internment Camp, where about 1,600 Dakota 
people, mostly women and children, were held following the US-Dakota conflict 
of 1862, was located on the west bank of the Minnesota River below the fort.  
 
Two archaeological and historic sites were identified on Picnic Island in the 1978 
Management Plan: 

• Cantonment New Hope, 1819-1820:  This site was selected by Colonel 
Leavenworth in the fall of 1819 on the alluvial grounds of the Minnesota 
River’s south bank. Development consisted of a stockade and a 48-room 
hollow square of log buildings.  The site is presently part of the park 
picnic area north of the Causeway site (see Figure 2, Picnic Island 
Detail).  

• Steamboat landing on the east bank of the Minnesota River, ca. 1823-?  
This site is now part of the picnic area. No visible evidence remains of its 
use as a steamboat landing.  
 

In the 1830s, Henry Hastings Sibley, then manager of the American Fur 
Company at Mendota, is also known to have used the Picnic Island meadows for 
pasturing of livestock.   
 
The proposed Youth Camp is located near a small community that was part of 
the City of Mendota. There were numerous private residences, two small 
marinas and at least one entertainment business located along the bank of the 
Minnesota River. Access to these places was provided by a gravel county road. 
In 1966, this road access was severed by a US Army Corps of Engineers river 
channelization project. The road currently serves as a park trail. Some building 
foundations and depressions, as well as sealed water wells, can be found in the 
woodlands and fields in the vicinity of the proposed youth camp 
 
Picnic Island is also part of the Mendota Historic Site, which includes the Sibley 
house, the Church of St. Peter, and other structures in the Mendota settlement. 
 
The youth camp would not impact any known archaeological or historic sites. 
Significant fill was added to Picnic Island in the 1960’s to try to raise it above 
flood stage. Additionally, the river’s own scouring and alluvial deposit actions 
have removed or deeply buried archaeological evidence and resources from 
these sites. Therefore, actions related to proposed improvements or long-term 
operation of the youth camp will not impact these resources. An archaeological 
survey will be conducted prior to siting the shelter, vault toilet(s), or any other 
structure for the youth camp. 
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maintenance is adequate and that campers do not interfere with shelter 
rentals and vice versa. 

 
Parking 

The parking lot adjacent to the youth camp will be reserved for campers 
when the site is in use, with signage. The parking available on Picnic Island is 
adequate to serve the youth camp without displacing other users. 
 

Safety and Security 
The youth camping program is designed so that adequate adult supervision 
is provided by the program staff and volunteers. Park staff is on call to 
respond to emergencies. Park staff also provides evening security on a 
seasonal basis; this includes locking the park entrance gate at 10 p.m. 
Various local law enforcement agencies also patrol the park.  Consideration 
should be given to installation of electronically-controlled gates or another 
method to allow on-demand access in and out of the park for camping 
groups and other authorized users.   
 
The Causeway channel is relatively calm, and boaters may underestimate 
the dangerous currents in the main channels of both rivers.  River conditions 
will be monitored, and signs may be posted as needed to warn of dangerous 
currents. 

 
Operations  

The youth camping program is currently managed under a special use 
permit process. A permitting/reservation process will continue to be 
managed at the park level so that staff will be able to assess demand, 
respond to changing conditions, manage the level of use at the site, and 
ensure an appropriate focus on connecting youth with the outdoors. 
 
The continuation and growth of the youth camping program will impact 
park operations in many ways, including additional time spent on program 
management and administration, additional security demands, and the 
need for additional supplies such as firewood. Park staffing and budgets will 
be affected as the program continues and demands for it increase. These 
impacts will be monitored going forward. 

 

MANAGEMENT PLAN TEXT REVISIONS 

This management plan amendment supplements portions of the Fort Snelling 
State Park Management Plan (1997): Recreation Resources - Proposed 
Development (p. 72-80) and Interpretive Services Recommendations (p. 96-99). 
The proposed youth camp program and related improvements are consistent 
with one of the primary directions identified in the plan: “Build bridges to the 
diverse cultural communities within the park’s service area through 
programming, facilities, transportation and trail access, marketing, and 
outreach.”   
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PUBLIC REVIEW  
The management plan amendment was released for public review on December 
3, 2010. The amendment was posted on the DNR website and copies of the 
amendment were available for review at the park. An open house was held on 
December 9, 2010 at the park’s visitor center. Comments were received at the 
open house and via e-mail; the majority of comments were positive.   
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